
Multiple Intelligences in the Classroom 

It’s NOT how smart you are, but how you are smart! 

I truly believe that each child has something to offer in my class. My instruction and expectations fuse all of the 

intelligences across the curriculum. It is my belief that learning should incorporate the “whole” child. Through 

music, movement, art, games, writing/journaling, cooperative grouping, reflections, investigation/discovery, 

listening, reading, technology, and visual representations, your child will strengthen his/her academic and social 

skills. There are three ways that I utilize multiple intelligences in my classroom: 

1. to cultivate children's capabilities and talents,  

2. to approach new concepts in different ways,  

3. to personalize children's education 

By understanding students' differing strengths, I am able to design lessons that use these intelligences to explain 

any concepts that your child may be failing to understand. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

ask. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to make a difference in your child’s life. 

Dr. Laney 

 

Linguistic Intelligence (“Word Smart”) 

Does your child:  

 listening to other people talking?  

 annoyed with people who use improper English?   

 to learn new words?  

 good directions to others so that they understand the first time?  

 to tell stories?  

 reading books?  

 a good memory for names, dates, and trivia?  

If this sounds familiar, then your child might someday write a bestseller or become fluent in four languages. 

Logical-Mathematical Intelligence (“Number/Reasoning Smart”) 

Does your child:  

 to work with computers and calculators?  

 math class?  

 add numbers in her head?  

 doing science experiments?  

 a lot of questions about how things work?  

or other strategy games?  

 logic puzzles or brainteasers?  

If so, then your child could one day design sky-scrapers or program computers. 



Spatial intelligence (“Picture Smart”) 

Does your child:  

 to draw pictures rather than tell stories?  

 her way around a new place easily?  

 to take things apart and then try to figure out how to put them back together?  

 maps, charts, or diagrams more easily than text?  

 more than peers?  

 interesting three-dimensional constructions (like LEGO buildings)?  

 a lot on notebooks?  

If this is your child, then she could grow up to paint a masterpiece or fix car engines. 

 

Bodily-kinesthetic Intelligence (“Body Smart”) 

Does your child:  

 activities like riding a bicycle, skating, or walking on a balance beam easy?  

 a lot of hand gestures and body movement when talking to friends?  

, swim, and exercise without getting tired?  

 to play new sports easily and quickly?  

 to touch something she has just seen?  

 different physical sensations while thinking or working?  

 mimic other people's gestures or mannerisms?  

, tap, or fidget while seated for a long time in one spot?  

If yes, then your child could develop into an expert skier or someone who amuses her friends with hilarious 

impersonations. 

 

Musical Intelligence (“Music Smart”) 

Does your child:  

Enjoy playing a musical instrument?  

 to music a lot?  

 or sing a lot?  

 herself up with songs when she is sad?  

 you when music sounds off-key?  

 a good singing voice?  

 the melodies of songs?  

If this is your child, then she may one day conduct a symphony or play in a steel drum band. 

 



Interpersonal Intelligence (“People Smart”) 

Does your child:  

 to work and play with other kids?  

 how friends are feeling by looking at their faces?  

 two or more close friends?  

 advice to friends who have problems?  

 a good sense of empathy or concern for others?  

 to be street-smart?  

 to be a natural leader on teams?  

If you answered yes to most of these, your child might become someone's favorite teacher or the CEO of a 

big company. 

 

Intrapersonal Intelligence (“Self Smart”) 

Does your child:  

 need a quiet place to work or just be alone?  

 to make collections of things that have special meaning to her?  

Remember her dreams?  

 a sense of independence or strong will?  

 a realistic sense of her strengths and weaknesses?  

 an interest or hobby that she doesn't talk much about?  

 express how she is feeling?  

Sound familiar? Then your child could someday write great poetry or resist negative peer pressure and do the 

right thing for herself.  

 

Naturalist Intelligence (“Nature Smart”) 

Does your child:  

 collecting bugs, flowers, or rocks?  

 to closely examine what she finds in nature?  

 detailed records of her observations of nature?  

 to watch natural phenomena like the moon and the tides and hear explanations about them?  

 fascinated with one particular thing from nature and want to learn about it thoroughly?  

 to become a geologist, biologist, or some other type of scientist?  

If your answer is yes, then your child could become an expert on paleontology or discover new ways to save 

the whales. 

 



The Eight Multiple Intelligences  

Children who 
are strongly:  

Think  Love  Need  

Linguistic in words 
reading, writing, telling 
stories, playing word 

games, etc. 

books, tapes, writing tools paper 
diaries, dialogues, discussion, debate 

stories 

Logical- 
Mathematical 

by reasoning 
experimenting, 

questioning, figuring out 
puzzles, calculating, etc. 

things to explore and think about, 
science materials, manipulatives, trips 

to the planetarium and science 
museum 

Spatial 
in images 

and pictures 
designing, drawing, 

visualizing, doodling, etc. 

art, LEGOs, video, movies, slides, 
imagination games, mazes, puzzles, 

illustrated books, trips to art museums 

Bodily- 
Kinesthetic 

through 
somatic 

sensations 

dancing, running, 
jumping, building, 

touching, gesturing, etc. 

role play, drama, movement, things to 
build, sports and physical games, 

tactile experiences, hands-on learning 

Musical 
via rhythms 

and 
melodies 

singing, whistling, 
humming, tapping feet 

and hands, listening, etc.. 

sing-along time, trips to concerts, 
music playing at home and school, 

musical instruments 

Interpersonal 
by bouncing 

ideas off 
other people 

leading, organizing, 
relating, manipulating, 

mediating, partying, etc. 

friends, group games, social 
gatherings, community events, clubs, 

mentors/apprenticeships 

Intrapersonal 
deeply inside 
themselves 

setting goals, meditating, 
dreaming, being quiet, 

secret places, time alone, self-paced 
projects, choices 

Naturalist 
by relating to 

nature 

plants, animals, natural 
world, nature interacting 

with civilization 

time outside, opportunities to explore, 
scenic places, to be in contact with 

nature 

**The Multiple Intelligence Theory was developed by Howard Gardner in 1983.  

 

Possible Career Matches 

Verbal/Linguistic: writer, editor, public speaker, politician, preacher, teacher, journalist, broadcaster, tutor, 

actor/actress 

Logical/Mathematical: scientist, mathematician, lawyer, doctor, accountant, computer programmer, financial planner 

Visual/Spatial: artist, architect, graphic designer, engineer, fashion designer, interior decorator, photographer 

Bodily/Kinesthetic: athlete, dancer, mechanic, physical therapist, farmer, carpenter, firefighter, paramedic, park ranger 

Musical: musician, singer, conductor, composer, song writer, music teacher, choir director, record producer 

Intrapersonal: psychologist, philosopher, writer, theologian  

Interpersonal: diplomat, leader, manager, clergy, social worker, counselor, child care, coach, sales representative,  

Naturalist: conservationist, gardener, farmer, animal trainer, park ranger, scientist, botanist, zookeeper, geologist, 

veterinarian, ecologist, marine biologist 



COMMON CHARACTERISTICS 

 
Verbal/Linguistic Intelligence  

 Notices grammatical mistakes  

 Often speaks of what they have read  

 Likes to use "fancy" words  

 Loves word games  

 Cherishes their book collection  

 Easily remembers quotes and famous sayings  

 Likes puns and rhymes  

 Enjoys writing  

 Enjoys foreign language  

 Always enjoys English class  
 
Logical/Mathematical Intelligence 

 Can easily do math in their head  

 Good at strategy games  

 Has a mind "like a computer"  

 Really likes math  

 Enjoys science experiments  

 Organizes things by category  

 Abstract thinker  

 Looks for a rational explanation 

 Wonders how things work 
  

Visual/Spatial Intelligence 

 Good at solving visual puzzles  

 Enjoys geometry in school  

 Good at drawing  

 Can visualize pictures in head  

 Notices colors and shapes  

 Enjoys photography  

 Good with directions  

 Can remember places vividly  

 Good at artistic composition  

 Likes books with pictures 
 
Bodily/Kinesthetic Intelligence 

 Learns by "doing"  

 Would rather touch than just look  

 Well-coordinated with good motor skills  

 Likes figuring out how things work  

 Enjoys the outdoors  

 Likes to work with hands  

 Can't sit still for too long  

 Enjoys sports and exhilarating experiences  

 Likes to be active/athletic  

 Has a lot of physical energy  

 
Musical Intelligence 

 Has good rhythm  

 Can easily memorize songs  

 Notices and enjoys different sounds  

 Often sings, whistles, or taps a song  

 Talented with an instrument or singing  

 Can tell when a note is off-key  

 Often has a song running through their head  

 Has an unquenchable passion for music 
 
Intrapersonal Intelligence 

 Introverted and prefers working alone 

 Philosophical  

 Self-aware  

 Perfectionist  

 Often thinks of self-employment  

 Enjoys journaling  

 Intuitive  

 Independent  

 Spends time thinking and reflecting  

 Likes learning about self  
   
 
Interpersonal Intelligence 

 Empathetic  

 Extraverted and loves groups and crowds 

 Enjoys social events  

 Enjoys teaching others  

 Has many friends  

 Enjoys team sports  

 Likes to counsel others  

 Loves meeting new people  

 Cooperative in groups  

 Sensitive to others' moods 
 
 
Naturalist Intelligence 

 Bothered by pollution  

 Enjoys having pets  

 Likes to learn about nature  

 Enjoys gardening  

 Appreciates scenic places  

 Feels alive when in contact with nature  

 Likes to camp, hike, walk and climb  

 Notices nature above all other things  

 Conscious of changes in weather 


